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A gripping new account of one of the most important and exciting periods of British and Irish history:

the reign of the first two Stuart kings, from 1567 to the outbreak of civil war in 1642 - and why

ultimately all three of their kingdoms were to rise in rebellion against Stuart rule. Both James VI and

I and his son Charles I were reforming monarchs, who endeavoured to bolster the authority of the

crown and bring the churches in their separate kingdoms into closer harmony with one another.

Many of James's initiatives proved controversial - his promotion of the plantation of Ulster, his

reintroduction of bishops and ceremonies into the Scottish kirk, and his stormy relationship with his

English parliaments over religion and finance - but he just about got by. Charles, despite continuing

many of his father's policies in church and state, soon ran into difficulties and provoked all three of

his kingdoms to rise in rebellion: first Scotland in 1638, then Ireland in 1641, and finally England in

1642. Was Charles's failure, then, a personal one; was he simply not up to the job? Or was the

multiple-kingdom inheritance fundamentally unmanageable, so that it was only a matter of time

before things fell apart? Did perhaps the way that James sought to address his problems have the

effect of making things more difficult for his son? Tim Harris addresses all these questions and more

in this wide-ranging and deeply researched new account, dealing with high politics and low,

constitutional and religious conflict, propaganda and public opinion across the three kingdoms -

while also paying due attention to the broader European and Atlantic contexts.
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"[Tim Harris] has written one of the best accounts available of what led to war...He has produced



one of the most comprehensive and multifacted accounts of the time of his generation."--Jerry

Brotton, Sunday Times"[A]n up-to-date overview of the politics of these crucial years...leavened with

dry wit and fresh examples"--Michael Braddick, Times Literary Supplement"Thought

provoking."--Renaissance Quarterly"This is a monumental monograph, persuasively argued, richly

referenced, and beautifully illustrated, both in terms of its plates and elegant marshalling of

memorable quotations from original documents."--Willy Maley, Milton Quarterly

Tim Harris is Munro-Goodwin-Wilkinson Professor in European History at Brown University. He is

the author of numerous essays, articles, and books on British history in the early modern period,

including most recently Restoration: Charles II and His Kingdoms 1660-1685 (2005) and Revolution:

The Great Crisis of the British Monarchy, 1685-1720 (2006).

Professor Harris' summary of conditions which led to the Civil War is wonderfully and lucidly

presented. The reigns of James I and Charles I, and the difficulties that each faced, are set out.

Likewise, the personalities of each which, in part, presaged their failures are also well presented.I

would and have recommended these books to others. Perhaps, inevitably, this book might be a bit

difficult without some background knowledge of the period. Yet, Professor Harris is better than most

professional historians in providing a background for the non-professional reader.
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